DORES & ESSICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Secretary, The Old Mill, Dores, Inverness, IV2 6TR. secdorescc@aol.com
Dear Quintin

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT – DORES INN

Following on from the pre planning consultation you began in respect of the proposed development at the Dores Inn and after members of the community were given the opportunity to see draft plans of the proposed development on Tuesday 19 August, the Community Council would like to explore the potential consequences in greater detail.

Accordingly, we would be most grateful if you could supply answers to the following questions.

It may be that as a result of your responses we may need to seek even further clarification and hope that this can be kept to a minimum and brought to a reasonable conclusion before submission.

In the meantime we look forward to your reply.

1. Q. How many parking spaces are being created, how much of an increase will this be over the existing car park(s)?   A.We will be providing 70 car parking spaces which is in line with the planning requirement given the floor area of the shop, bar, restaurant and the estimated number of staff. We currently have more than 40 spaces but as you will be aware, during busy periods, this is not sufficient and people park on the road which can be dangerous. The hope is that by providing these additional spaces, all cars will be contained within the car park, thus making the village safer.

2. Q. If this increase is in any way significant, will the applicant consider discussing planning gain in respect of traffic calming measures between the new entrance and the village edge in the direction of Inverness?  A. We believe that by offering these additional spaces it will be a benefit to the village, as cars will not be forced to park along the road.

3. Q. Will pedestrian access be guaranteed along the beach, i.e. at the burn end?  A. Pedestrian access to the beach from the village will be maintained.

4. Q. What was the footprint of the building(s) as shown that day?  A. The GIFA of the building is 725 sq m.

5. Q. What was the height of the building as shown that day?  A. The height of the building is to be confirmed.

6. Q. Will the area that is the existing car park next to Steve's van be included in the application?  If so what will be its use?  A. This will not be included in our application.

7. Q. Will the application include a new site for Steve's van?   A. Yes.

8. Q. Will the application include full details of the new play park, including a commitment to keeping it available to the public?   A. Indicative details will be given of the play equipment but we will not be able to confirm the exact models as we cannot guarantee that it will still be available at the time of installation. As we have said from the beginning the play equipment will be available to all.

9. Q. Will a formal commitment be made to provide a replacement, level football field across the road?    A. A commitment has been made to help find an alternative site for the playing field.

10. Q. Will the trees / bushes be removed from behind the bus shelter or will some element of   screening be retained, if so, what?   A. We are not planning to.

11.  Q . Will the application include a change of use for the existing Inn?  A. No.

We hope that this helps the Community Council. As we have said, we are very open to the community’s thoughts, which is why we decided to show the community the plans before we lodged our planning application. If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact us.        Kind Regards,  Michelle & Quintin Stevens.

